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A Milestone Year for The Taiwan Center

g4 €L R ¢ %7 %% Lisa Liu, Banquet Committee Chair

It has been my pleasure to serve as Taiwan Center’s
annual fundraising banquet committee chair for the last 3
years. [’ve been in charge of this event since LA’s reopening
after COVID-19. Each year I try my best to plan this event
different from the previous. In conjunction with the banquet
planning, ’'m also tasked with the responsibility of the
annual book or biennial yearbook. It takes months of
planning and organizing to make the event and annual book
successful.

Planning and arranging such a big event cannot be
possible without the help of our dedicated Taiwan Center
office staff members. Our 3 staff members Amy, Eve and
Sophie work very hard behind the scenes to ensure the
smooth running of daily operations and events. Another key
resource is the support of our Taiwan Center board of
directors. Besides our monthly board meetings, board
members are responsible for the planning of events and help
to financially support them as well. Most importantly,
several of our board members are major donors in the
Taiwan Center rebuilding project.

Taiwan Center’s annual fundraising banquet has been
a key event for our organization since the rebuilding project
began in 2018. This year is especially noteworthy as after
years of waiting, we have finally moved to the demolition
and rebuilding phase of this long awaited milestone. For
now our Taiwan Center office and staff have moved to a
temporary location. Currently the demolition is complete
and the now vacant site is under construction. For the last 8
years the main focus has been fundraising. Now that we
have moved closer to realizing our goals, these next few
years will be crucial to obtaining the remaining needed
funds before the construction is complete.

A successful banquet cannot be just about the
fundraising. Each year Taiwan Center invites a keynote
speaker from Taiwan. Someone that community members
would like to meet and listen to. This year we were honored

to invite [ & = (Chiu, Tai-Shan) as
our guest speaker. This was my first time meeting B[S
(Professor Chiu). I was so captivated by his life experience
stories and his philosophy. It was a real honor to have the
opportunity to hear him speak. Leaving Taiwan at a young
age, [ was rarely exposed to the news and day to day events
of Taiwan. For me meeting every person from Taiwan is a
cultural learning opportunity. Any exposure to the Taiwan
culture without needing to travel is a much appreciated
convenience.

Another important aspect of our banquet is the
showcase and introduction of the newly crowned Miss
Taiwanese American (MTA) queen and her court. On
08/02/25, the MTA Committee held its MTA Pageant and
elected a new queen Ami Wang and her new court. The
2025 court will be Taiwan Center’s ambassadors for the
next 2 years. At this year’s banquet queen Ami Wang co-
MC’d the event with our board secretary Ken Wu. In
addition to the opening catwalk performance by the new
MTA court, 1st Princess Natalina Chen and 5th Princess
Alina Yang both had solo performances. During the
fundraising portion of the program, the MTA court also
worked with our board members to bring the donation
boxes to each table. The MTA court’s participation at the
annual fundraising banquet adds some glamour and sparkle
to the event. We are proud of these beautiful young ladies
and look forward to seeing them represent Taiwan Center
in the next 2 years.

There are so many moving pieces that go into the
planning of a successful event. I want to thank everyone
that helped in making this year’s event a success. It takes a
team’s joint efforts to make the process run smoothly and
efficiently. Each and every person’s participation is needed
and appreciated. Taiwan Center is successful because of
people who care about Taiwan and our community. Stay
tuned and follow us!
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