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In the immigration history of the United States, relatively speaking, Taiwanese
Americans were among the Newcomers. Not until 1960’s, did large scale immigration
from Taiwan began. Today, those first generation Taiwanese Americans who came in
60 and 70’s have reached the retirement age; they are fading away from the center
stage of the community. Recently, “ Passing the torch “ has become an issue of special
concerns in the community. Some well-run organizations have been putting a signifi-
cant amount of effort to plan for their succession. For examples, Taiwanese American
Chamber of Commerce initiated its Young Merchant Program about 10 years ago. North
America Taiwanese Women'’s Association (NATWA) started their NATWA || program
three years ago. Formosan Association for Public Affairs (FAPA) has Young Profes-
sional Group (YPG), Taiwanese American Citizens League (TACL) has Taiwanese Ameri-
can Professionals (TAP).

“Passing the torch” does not mean passively leave all resources behind for our
next generation to pick up. It requires dedicated efforts to lay a solid foundation for our
Taiwanese American Next Generation (TANG) to inject their vigor and creativity into the
community. As our community is moving forward to reach the new horizon it is likely
that we will be facing the same challenge as Japanese American had: assimilation of
TANG into American society. It will be very difficult for us to maintain the necessary
critical mass in our community.

Therefore, it makes the celebration of the Taiwanese American Heritage Week
more important. In addition to the festivity of the celebration from coast to coast, we will
focus on the achievement of TANG in various walks of life such as political, military as
well as high light the preliminary results of US Census 2000 — “Taiwanese American
profile”. We all have to pitch in to prepare Taiwanese American Community in plan-

ning the Passing of the Torch.




S sl 2006 Celebrations

2006 FREEFIE B EREE
FE 156

2006 5 & £ ABHOEEMES % B =+ 3 EHTRIT KRB LWE N TEEHEE

B 545 SALRISESE  RBEEE - mro®E & RIBKE - MY SIRRE &SNS
BB HH . RGEZETHEMEL  RELEMOBREEATL o 12217 R AT A AR
EEES R R B AE o B3 YT 2B R  ERLCREAR - BB e B ZARER
& £ AEBA TR » B1oiBH) ~ T8« £97 - B BXF » REF RPN S RABH
PR~ BARIKE - BT S AR S FEEMILRE » LA B ER 0B
£ RARRT FEMBMTRL WS 7L E AT BIRET) » F A BB TR B SR &
ME B ROITES » L BFRIFOIAE o

FE - RREHBINE RABLORL BB ES KA » FORIEARITZHE » LRI
BB - TR RISFEINE - PIERE RIS A - EBFEEAIIELE F I ES
REHUECES) S EATIGLEEREIEN  TEE B L MYESE A SHARTEE
BN RAT o L EREEIA X R o LA 4 7E 2006 FUEB S BITBEIER K BB S
o BAESWIIE » AEHHT LR O - 20065 EE /K £ /05T o0 5 55 L EIT »
AR IEEIAE —B o HAERFIERBERERE » RBRKOIEE

XA B4R 4E e RM 09 B - RASLIE T RIMLSE - 8 EAMBE A RIS & EET
EIsEED o 2006 9 A » BE TRV EESHBMEEEM LR BRNERRTE  RAE
BEEEe | 4B |  EEFEMNREAREEET (XML EAER  wAEE
HAKRBEITH

AT RPN EGCAEHBRRER LI E EART - BERFIZ ENE  —FE—Fit
N estE) » BEIRELER LEMSESL « FIESHEBERES+F » 8 £ AMRIETR
TR MoK RESE S ST TR S ATERE | R T R R B e 5
EESIBE R IFHERRES T RTEREFH S MURIFORS  FHEARFEE -

AP\ Oy h Phecl

Reflection on Heritage Week Celebrations from 2006
Hui Na Lin

In 2006, Taiwanese American Heritage Week was celebrated in more than 30 cities across the United States.
Four teams of the performing art from Taiwan were traveling from cities to city to participate in the celebration: The
Taipei Dance Troupe, Hong Sheng Lions, Hong Ru Music, and Tai Yuan Puppet. They entertained the audience with
great performance in the Taiwanese fork dance, music, puppet show and drama. Their presentation, which exhibited
the beauty of the Taiwanese heritage, won huge applause from guests. Unfortunately, due to their limited timing
window, the above performing art groups could not be in all the cities across America. In such case, local Taiwanese
American community would organize their program to highlight the achievement of local talents in sports, literature,
painting, and music. For instance, during Taiwanese American Heritage Week, Taiwanese Community in Phoenix,
Arizona, held a golf tournament and a tennis tournament. In New Jersey, there was a Taiwanese speech contest,
which was held in the Heritage Week. Taiwanese American and performers held music concerts in several cities,
which featured the work by Taiwanese American composers. All those programs were well received by their audience.

Since the inception of the Taiwanese American Heritage week in 2000, community leaders always tried to
attempt new way to celebrate this important holiday. From time to time, they would reevaluate and reinvent the
festival completely and change the their program. In St. Louis, Missouri, the celebration has been held in the Metro
Zoo's outdoor theater, yet, in 2006 it was held in the Museum of Natural History. The celebration enjoyed a much
more refined and elegant atmosphere, comparing with the hustle and bustle of a zoo. In the Northern California, this
year the celebration was held in the Union Square, a tourist attraction in downtown San Francisco. In Hawaii, the
Taiwanese Culture Festival has established itself as one of great community event locally. This year, the Taiwanese
community decided to enter a float in the Aloha Festival Flora Parade. Their decorated dragon boat float won the first
prize in the flora float category.

Through constant refining process, the cumulative results in culture and heritage become a very valuable
treasure in the Taiwanese American community. This effort has attracted the attention of Taiwan’s Government. In
September 2006, the Oversea Compatriot Affairs Commission( OCAC), a cabinet level ministry in Taiwan’s central
government, sponsored a seminar in Vancouver, BC, Canada, to learn the program and practices of Vancouvers’
“Taiwan Culture Festival”, which attracted more than 50,000 local residents to enjoy week long programs. Charles
Wau, the coordinator of the festival indicated that to reach more friends in the local community, Taiwan Culture would
have to be marketed professionally as a commercial product.

Volunteers lead most of the celebrations in the North American. Because of their love for Taiwan, they devoted
themselves to the festival year after year. Some of the Taiwan Culture Festival has been held for more than 30 years.
One of their goals is to push Taiwan into the international stage. As expressed by Mr. Raymond Lu, the head of
Taiwanese American Association in Minnesota, the celebration of Taiwanese American Heritage Week brings all
those who love Taiwan together as a team to put forward a great program for local friends to enjoy. When our guests
left the festival, they will have better understanding of Taiwanese culture.
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Greater Los Angeles’ celebration lasted the whole month.
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Scholarship award night was an
important part of heritage week.
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{2
~ 14

"

S TR

Wall painting described
Taiwan’s Market vividly.
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Milwaukee, WI

April @ thru May 7th
celebration was held af
Wisconsin University.
BltRIEEEEE
BHTRFERBRIER °

RIS - BER —
Phoenix, AZ

Demonstrating
Sportsmanship.
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Puppet master
attracted audience.
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Beautiful Float won award.
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Indianapolis, IN

Taiwanese American participated
International Festival and Won Best
Cousin and Best Culture Theme
Award.
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EfSE Kentucky, KY —

Taiwanese Americans in Kentucky
established a tradition of joining Kite
Festival in George Town.
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« JtFk N. Carolina

Hong Ru Musics performed at
Environment Protection Agent
Auditorium,
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Birmingham, AL —

Taiwanese students celebrated
in the campus.
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Exhibitions held in Musuem of Natural History.
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«— =P New Jersey

Taipei Folk Dance Troupe
¥ demonstrated the gracious
- body language.
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Celebration held at Friday Musical g ‘
& Federated Club.
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Rochester, NY

Hong Sheng Lion Visited
Rochester.
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Atlanta, GA =

Taiwanese traditional wedding
performed by local Taiwanese
American.
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I M - ZERiHT Dallas, TX

May 4th thru May 7th in
Mayfest ,
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Hong Sheng Lion performed at
Murchison Middle School.
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ALBANY, NY

May 5th, celebration was held at
"The Egg” theatre.

BT “BEE” 817

New York City, NY —

"Passport to Taiwan” brought Taiwan
fo New York.,
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«— 1% » B8 Westchester, NY

Celebrations held in local libraries had
been the tradition for past 6 years
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B# Washington, DC —»

Celebrations in the Capital at-
fracted international tourists
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Boston, MA

May 17th, celebrations was held
in Lexington High School.
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Dr. TsulAnn Kuo

The Spirit of Volunteerism

In 2000, PBS-LA
local, KCET, initiated
“Local Hero Awards of the
Year of Asian American
Heritage Month”. In 2006,
the heros were selected
from 40 outstanding can-
didates recommended by
community organizations
in the Southern California.
In the Education category,

?

'welcome to the
)005 White House
Conference on

Aging

BOOWN
DYNAMIC,
FAGH

Taiwanese American
TsuAnn Kuo(right), an so-
cial advocate for senior citizens and volunteering
system.

One of the common traits of the award recipi-
ents is the blending of their culture heritage into
American mainstream society. For instance, Korean
American dancer, Tim Dang, established the com-
munication platform by a dancing stage while
Frances Hashimoto invent maochi ice cream which
blending the elegant tastes of the east and west.

Dr. Kuo serves as the department head of the
volunteers for the city of Beverley Hills in the Los
Angeles County. It is well known that the use of
volunteers to do the social projects for community
have saved government millions of dollars. As a
person in charge of the volunteers department, she
is responsible for the managing and training of more
than 1200 volunteers. Nobody understands enough
the importance of these precious human resource and
wisdom. As a life long volunteer, Dr. Kuo knows
very well how to encourage the volunteers to real-
ize their potentials. She was commended by city’s
Park and Recreation Department for her creativity
in the management of the volunteers. She was
awarded for her outstanding performance by the city
and KECT’s local Hero.

Taiwanese Americans are very proud of her
honor, as Dr. Kuo was an activist in serving
community, especially the seniors. When she was a
Ph. D. candidate in UCLA, she wrote an essay using
the data base of the Taiwanese Community seniors
and entered into the essay contest sponsored by
AARP. She won the top prize.

“ There are few who chose community ser-
vice over a high pay job in the corporate world, yet
TsuAnn did just that. ” cited in the commendation
by KCET. TsuAnn specialized in the research in the
aging population; she described herself as a bridge

1 The TsuAnn attended Conference on Aging

between the first generation and the second gen-
eration Taiwanese American. Currently, she serves
in more than ten non-profit organizations in the area
of health, senior well-fare, social services,
education, culture and art.

TsuAnn Kuo came to the United States to
study in the high school. She has in depth under-
standing and appreciation of both Taiwanese heri-
tage and American culture. As such, she becomes a
bridge for Taiwanese American to go to the main-
stream American society. There are those with the
same background, yet, not many will devote so
much time and energy like TsuAnn to serve the
community. TsuAnn knows quite well that volun-
teers are importance resource for the society. She
advocates the volunteerism and devotes herself to
this cause by serving in more than 10 service
organizations. In addition, she puts a great effort
into developing young leadership in the community.
TsuAnn was one of the planners in organizing “
NATWA 1I” for NATWA (North America Taiwanese
Women’s Association). She served as the mentor
for interns of the Taiwanese American Citizens
League Internship Program.

Because of her expertise in the research on
the aging population, she was selected to be one of
the delegates to attend 2005 White House Confer-
ence on Aging. 1200 experts in aging from over the
states were invited to the conference, to provide
advice for the US government in formulating its
policy in aging.

Dr. TsuAnn Kuo is a bridge across two
cultures, and a bridge across generations. All of the
Taiwanese Americans feel very proud that she
worked so hard and succeeded in expanding her
circle of influence into the mainstream society.
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Major MARTHA Hsu VANDRIEL

The Highest-ranking Taiwanese American Woman Officer in the United States Army

Martha Hsu
was an all-around
outstanding student
in South Pasadena
High School. In
1987, after taking
t he SAT
examination, she re-
ceived many invita-
tions from promi-
nent universities
across the United
States; among them
was the West Point

VAL

VAl

mination and her
dparents”’
encouragements,
however, she was
able to endure the
pains. With an un-
paralleled will to
strive, Martha was
on the Dean’s List
every year of her
four years at West
Point. She was
honorably se-
lected as cadet

£

Military Academy. 4 Major Marsha & Ted Anderson, President of FOT(middle) & Interns aptain in her senior

As known to the

world, the West Point is the finest military academy and
has great historical significance in the United States.
For more than one and a half century, many graduates
of this institution have had tremendous impacts in Ameri-
can history. As an enthusiast of history, Martha care-
fully went through all the brochures that West Point
sent to her. What amazed her the most was that many
generals whom she read about in history books were
welcoming her there.

Martha was invited to tour the campus after she
was accepted. Her father, Henry Hsu, accompanied her
to New York where the West Point is located. It was
November and winter was at the door. Snow was fall-
ing in New York. The main gate to the campus stood
there majestically. As Martha curiously stepped in,
she found groups of cadets running on the field wear-
ing only thin clothes, some even with bare top. She
was told that this was not a training activity but that
they were all volunteers. Martha was overwhelmed by
this new found fact and asked herself, “Can I be one of
them?” She was certain that she would regret for the
rest of her life if she did not attend this mystical
institution.

During the time when Martha attended West Point,
it had a student population of 4,000. However, only
15% of them were female. During registration, which
her father accompanied her to, all the new students
were assembled in a large hall. The school staff then
announced, ‘“Please say goodbye to your parents and
then enter the side door.” After entering the side door
to another room, some senior students in a serious
manner immediately gave orders: “From now on, you
don’t need to say much. You only need to say: Yes, Sir;
No, Sir; Excuse me, Sir; I don’t understand, Sir.” At
this moment, Martha felt like turning back and running
away fast!

Fortunately, Martha didn’t. She committed to
stay and started her academic program, majoring in the
International Relations. It was very tough during her
first year; she would call her parents to reveal her
struggles and painful experiences. Through her deter-

year and graduated
in the top 5 of the total 950 graduates. During her aca-
demic career, she was also chosen for a special training
in Bergen and Russia.

Martha graduated from the West Point in 1991 with
a Bachelor of Science degree in International Relations
and International Strategic History. After graduation,
she was commissioned to the Army as a Military Intelli-
gence Officer, stationed at Fort Bragg, North Carolina
and then later as Company Commander in the Republic
of Korea. During her military career, she encountered
one of her senior classmates, a Dutch American from
the State of Minnesota; they fell in love and married in
1997. These were not easy times for the young couple,
however, as Martha was stationed in Korea while her
husband was stationed in the State of Washington.

In 1998, Martha VanDriel went back to school on
a West Point scholarship and enrolled herself at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. After receiving
a Master Degree in Political Science, she went back to
teach “International Relations” in the Department of
Social Science at West Point. From a frightened fresh-
man to an experienced professor, Martha stepped in this
magnificent gate of the West Point with a completely
different feeling; she now had confidence and a sense of
duty.

In her 15 years of military career, Martha has gone
through extensive military and professional trainings and
received numerous awards. For her devotion to the ser-
vices and outstanding performances, she was promoted
to the rank of Major, that is the first and highest military
rank that a Taiwanese American woman has ever received.
Today Major Martha VanDiriel is also a mother of two
darling boys.

In retrospect, when asked why she chose West Point,
Major VanDriel answered without any hesitation,
“Patriotism.” She further stated, “This country of mine
has given my parents so much. They had nothing when
they arrived here; the United States accepted them and
offered them an opportunity to succeed. This country
gave them a shelter when the dictator in their homeland
deprived them of their rights to return home. It is the
time that I pay back to this great nation of ours.”

12



XA Profiles

XX 1854

—Uus

EEWLIHAEZ T ERKERZ
xhREE FBRFEATEARKE &
B ARE > URERKE - £ 1972 F£ &
ERMALE/LER L Z0H > LB
FWERRARR i RE A X
B EER - NHE X8 b E
T B 3% 7] ##% 4 (Concept of Identity) | o
"R EERHRABEESNEE
FBEREERNEGEHENTHE -

19 FhB GlLFETIRRER
MEKE EUeieFN IR RS
BWEYE  PRINBEBREZAERE
EELEREFR WMEEREATEH
B OEKBEREETA  EEEEETE
BEAW AR mEBEEIMEABLEE
THREEFRHAAGEmESR i HBE—
Beew T AMTE, -

EEWLHBEEEH  AHEEXHE
EeWeAITEZEHNE R - thbotE
George Kerr ty "L E W EE | - EEA
RINEBREEEMANTT » 2w
B -

EFME—EHEEREEmmMER
A BRLEEBARGEANEBR Y H—
EHENERETREE - B HWRTEf—
ALEBNLTT—EREREE AT ER
EEFEHEH -

e REHFN  HEHRRESR
AL GERE 2% BHEFEHEERT
EEBE—EZFE > FTULHE R IR &7
B THEFEN-_%EELe78 #eBR
271 12 % [ Back water place > £ H & i
MOHATEAREREER QTS
THIHERECEMMHEBZER T
W% E AT AL -

fo b B BRARZF - BT 0 TR

2SS 7 i

£> F5E
0=

S35

1 The Keatings 2 '& % 4%

— RS Bz —R T KEERS
#y ¥ B B 7 (Changing Border of China) »
HAFENBER  BHEREZEFEEHT
BEEHE  RNESRYBEWIY > &
REEFTHBEWET T HEH - H
A e 5% "B EERTEMN
— 3, EEE W -

i ¢ Z 1€ “Taiwan’s Struggle For
Democracy” & t & & & 7 K £ LB oy #
1 AHRFEHEREN "RE, TR
kel T—EEE WEL hRALTFA
ERAWWETF  BERRKAEARES
EE RAARZEZLERWBN - &
BHEREZAFOHES  BRAGRER
etk ARRGEZENRERERTE
ERERAMRER  REBSREEALR
K=

ERWEEAEEHEAEALSW R
EEE  BE Lfimdl EELREES
KERET > I KET » o4 75 t1
HOCWRAEER  BREBE WHAHFL
HEELE -

13



aXARY Profiles

Dr. Jerome Keating

a Unique Taiwanese Son-in-Law, Who is more Taiwanese than a Taiwanese

Jerome Keating was born in Chicago and trav-
eled extensively while growing up. As a young stu-
dent Jerome studied at various universities includ-
ing University of Michigan, Norte Dame University,
and Syracuse University. In 1972, he was awarded
a Doctorate Degree in Literature from Syracuse
University, not affiliating with any special depart-
ment or graduate school. The topic of his disserta-
tion was “The Concept of Identity.” His studies
were broad and extensive; they covered literature,
linguistics, psychology, esthetics, and more. He
believes, “I always insist on the application of log-
ics in analysis of issues and this is how I develop
my understanding of Taiwan.”

Mr. Keating went to Taiwan in 1988 while
working as Manager of Technology Transfer for
Bechtel Engineering on the multi-million dollar Taipei
Mass Rapid Transit System project. Dr. Keating oc-
casionally engaged in discussions of Taiwan’s his-
tory with local Taiwanese engineers. This was dur-
ing the time when the 38 years long Martial Law
was lifted after the death of Chiang Kai-shek’s son,
Chiang Chin-Kou. It puzzled him when people still
referred to the Kuomintang (KMT) as an invader or
an occupier; the entire society of Taiwan was still in
an atmosphere of fear. Why is it that the people of
Taiwan could not feel the joy of freedom? This
started to tickle Dr. Keating’s logic mind, particu-
larly his inherited Irish curiosity. He began to
question, “Why?”

To satisfy his curiosity, Dr. Keating intensively
began his research. He visited various libraries to
collect data and information; among them was the
library of the American Institute in Taiwan. He thor-
oughly studied George Kerr’s “Taiwan Betrayed,”
which was a starter to Dr. Keating’s understanding
of Taiwan’s historical facts and an important influ-
ence on his new perception of Taiwan. However,
Dr. Keating’s deep involvement in studies of Taiwan’s
history and Taiwan’s affairs was mostly related to
his marriage to a Taiwanese lady, Huang Ruey-Chuan
(Monika). Without their marriage, it was likely that
Dr. Keating would have left for his homeland, long
before he became an enthusiast in Taiwan’s modern
history. Today, some observers say that Dr. Keating
is more Taiwanese than a Taiwanese.

Dr. Keating is a scholar of education who em-
phasizes logic thinking and inquiry. His studies of
Taiwan history led him to an important realization

that China in the past had never treated Taiwan as a
serious matter. The emperor treated Taiwan as a
“back water place” and only sent the questionable
second class officers to govern Taiwan. Moreover,
Dr. Keating did a thorough investigation into Japan’s
development of Taiwan during its colonization of
Taiwan. He compared China’s and Japan’s treat-
ment of Taiwan and concluded that KMT’s claims
for its achievements in Taiwan’s economic miracles
were unjustified.

Although he is approaching his retirement age,
Dr. Keating is still eagerly interested in Taiwan
studies. He wants to finish a series of research
projects concerning Taiwan and China; among them
is a study of the “Changing Border of China.” From
his research on the subject, he has found that most
of scholars in the western world based their histori-
cal viewpoints on the developments of China today.
This way of approaching China studies is dangerous
not only because it is not objective but also because
it is inconsistent with the historical facts. This also
explains why such scholars are inclined to accept
the absurdity of “Taiwan has always been part of
China.”

Dr. Keating wants to write about Taiwan’s
struggle for democracy, particularly relating to
KMT’s definition of democracy and the changing of
the “one-party dictatorship.” The butchers who
killed many Taiwanese during “White Terror” are
still elatedly walking in the street; they even fiercely
protesting against the government. KMT can not
face reality in the past, not like, for example, East
Germany. After East Germany collapsed, the Ger-
many people carefully saved its secret police’s ar-
chives so that justice can be served. The Taiwanese
people have not done that. Dr. Keating believes this
is one of the causes of Taiwan’s political crisis and
social unrest today.

Mr. Keating also believes that Taiwan should
pay a close attention to the development of Finland
and carefully study her history. The Taiwanese
people should seriously look into how Finland was
able to survive despite threats from its neighbors,
Sweden and Russia; how the Finish people were
able to maintain their self-identity, promote their
education, develop their economy and most of all,
emerge as a nation which stands tall in the world
community.
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JOHN CHIANG

First Asian American California State Controller

John Chiang, a 2™ generation Taiwanese
American, who ran on the Democrat ticket for Cali-
fornia State Controller, was successfully elected
to the position in November of 2006. He won
with 51% of the votes (3,338,081), nearly 10 per-
centage points over his Republican opponent, Tony
Strickland. As the State Controller, Chiang is the
highest-ranking Taiwanese American elected offi-
cial in the United States of America.

Mr. Chiang’s parents came from Taiwan to
study in the United States many decades ago. Born
in New York in the 1960s and raised in the sub-
urbs of Chicago, an adolescent John has experi-
enced various racial discriminations and social
injustices. However, under his mother’s
influences, John took a strong determination, cour-
age and commitment to social services to strive to
succeed. He was an honors graduate with a de-
gree in Public Finance from University of South
Florida and a law degree from Georgetown
University. He arrived in Los Angeles in 1987
and began his work as a tax law specialist with the
IRS. For more than a decade, Mr. Chiang gained
extensive experiences from working as an attor-
ney for then State Controller, Gray Davis and as
staff member to Senator Barbara Boxer and Con-
gressman Mel Levine. In the late ‘90s, while
working as Chief of Staff for California Board of
Equalization (BOE) member, Brad Sherman, he
assumed the role of acting member when Mr.
Sherman was elected to the U.S. Congress. In
1998, Mr. Chiang ran for the member seat and won
with over 800,000 votes. He then formally repre-
sented the southern California Equalization Dis-
trict which was comprised of 8.5 million residents
in Los Angeles County. He was re-elected to his
second term and became chairman of the Equal-
ization Board. As the Chairman, Mr. Chiang was
then the highest-ranking Asian Pacific American
elected state official in California.

In his public services, Mr. Chiang always
stands on the side of social justice, advocating for
welfare of the racial minority. He realizes there
are many new immigrants who fail to claim their
legitimate benefits or even violate the laws be-
cause they do not comprehend the complexity of
the tax laws. While in office, he has personalized
the BOE office by spearheading free tax and fi-

CALIFORNIA STATE |
CONTROLLER |

JOHN
CHIANG

nance seminars to Californians, along with pro-
viding free income tax assistance to low income
residents, seniors, and veterans as well as non-
profit agencies. In a society of diversity today, he
wants the BOE office to provide tax publications
in various languages to serve California’s
minorities.

Mr. Chiang has been a board member of the
Greater Los Angeles Taiwan Center. He was also
once served as president of the Taiwanese Ameri-
can Lawyers Association. He truly has never for-
gotten his roots. His endless support of the Tai-
wanese American community let him and other
community leaders to start a political internship pro-
gram through the Taiwanese American Citizens
League (TACL) organization sixteen years ago.
For more than a decade, his office has always been
open to TACL interns so that the interns can learn
from Mr. Chiang’s leadership. The internship pro-
gram has been a great success to Taiwanese
American community; it has prepared many sec-
ond generation Taiwanese Americans to outstand-
ing achievements. All starts with Mr. Chiang’s
great vision.
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Irvine - Tao Yuan Sisterhood

Five years ago, the cities of Irvine, Califor-
nia and Tao Yuan , Taiwan became sister cities,
coming together in an amicably reciprocal
relationship. In May of 2006, Irvine entered into
a sister city relationship with Xu Hui district of
Shanghai,China. Unaware to the Irvine officials,
the agreement with Xu Hui stipulated that Irvine
had to adhere to the “One China policy” forbid-
ding any official contact with Taiwan. This condi-
tion was a blow to Taiwan and the city of Tao Yuan,
and drew much public outcry.

Orange County’s Taiwanese Association,
Taiwanese American Aeronautics and Space
Association, Taiwanese American Chamber of
Commerce Orange County, FAPA-OC, Taiwan-
ese American Professor Association and other
community organizations formed an action com-
mittee to protest the Sister City Agreement with
Xu Hui. The committee decided to voice their pro-
tests in a demonstration in front of Irvine City Hall,
drawing supporters from Los Angeles County,
Orange County , and San Diego County, the rally
took place on June 27" 2006. After the
demonstration, the protesters descended upon the
city council meeting , during which the sister city
issue was discussed peacefully. Packed the meet-
ing room, the Taiwanese Americans listened to the
proceeding, taking the floor to urge the protect of
Taiwan’s sovereignty and the defiance of China.
At the meeting Sister City Foundation chairper-
son James Dunning declared that the Irvine Sister
City Foundation would stop the agreement with

Xu Hui. Peperdine University professor Bruce
Herschensohn, a strong supporter of Taiwan,
warned the city council of falling into “One
China” trap.

After a unprecedented 6 hours of
discussing, the Irvine City Council made deci-
sion of abolishing the sister city contract with Xu
Hui. A new contract would be drawn, upon which
made no mention of political terms. The city coun-
cil expressed their apologies to the Taiwanese
Americans.

Given Taiwan’s current diplomatic setback
, building sister city relation is one of the few
ways for Taiwan to engage in international
relations. If China had its way, American cities
would be interfered from establishing relations
with Taiwanese cities, hurting sister city’s spirit
of friendship and the cultural understanding.

In an effort to demonstrate the good will be-
tween two cities, the mayor of Tao Yuan brought
ateam of 40 visitors to Irvine at the beginning of
December 2006. Beth Krom, Mayor of Irvine led
her city council in giving the group from Tao Yuan
a warm reception. To celebrate the friendship, a
photography exhibition of Taiwanese birds and
California birds was held. In addition, there was a
very successful concert in city hall, featuring a
string quartet from Tao Yuan and a string six from
Irvine. When they together played the famous
song “It’s a small world”, not only the beautiful
melody, but also the warm friendship touched
every soul in the concert hall.

t? Officials and guests from both cities enjoyed the exhibitions.
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Team Taiwan Races for the Cure

Four year ago, during a distance running
exercise, a group of Taiwanese Americans came
up with an idea of how to promote Taiwan. After
four years, this fantastic idea finally became a
reality; it became a way that Taiwanese Ameri-
cans paid back to the community where they made
a good living. Annually, in more than ten cities,
at.different times, there were groups of Taiwan-
ese Americans wearing white T-shirts marked with
Taiwan map, spectacularly walking among a big
crowd of many thousands. Fascinated by Tai-
wanese Americans’ high spirits, the audiences
cheered them with a loud voice: “Team Taiwan,
Team Taiwan!”

As they saw the responses from the crowd
who watched Navy Academy students marching
and calling out military slogan, Mr. Bob Yang,
president of World United Formosans For
Ihdependence(WUFI) and Mei-Li Yang, President
of North America Taiwanese Woman’s
Association(NATWA), got an idea that by using
walking for a special cause, they could promote
Taiwan. They thought if all Taiwanese Americans
in the United States could be mobilized to partici-
pate in such an event, the voice of a small ethnic
group like Taiwanese Amercian could be heard
everywhere.

In the fall of 2003, the idea became reality.
Many Taiwanese Americans around the United
States joined with thousands and thousands of
local Americans for the “Susan G. Komen Race
for the Cure”. It was a joined effort of three ma-
jor Taiwanese American Organizations— TAA
(Taiwanese American Association), NATWA and
WUFI to promote this meaningful fundraising
event for preventing breast cancer.

Through the network of TAA and NATWA
organizations, they distributed Susan Komen
event’s timetable among their local chapters.
Using special designs of uniform, flag and slogan,
Bob Yang, Mei-Li Yang and Nora Tsai attended
personally to lead the march in different cities.
In 2004, there were 9 cities including Kansas City,
Houston, New Orleans, San Francisco, Phoenix,
Los Angeles, Chicago, Albany and Dallas that had
“Team Taiwan” among the “Susan Komen Race
for the Cure” walking crowd. Currently it in-
creases to 14 cities.

From joining this great event of humanity,
Taiwanese Americans have stepped forward not
only to care for their health and promotion of their
visibility but also to returning their contributions
to the society. When the bright green letters viv-
idly appeared on the snow white banner, when

1 Lousianna, New Orleans

the voices of “Team Taiwan, Team Taiwan!” and “Go, Go,
Taiwan!” slogans sounding in the sky, the Taiwanese
Americans, deeply sense their close connection with this beau-

tiful new homeland .
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The Strength of Taiwanese Americans

It has been
six years since
Census 2000 was
completed. The
results of the Cen-
sus were pub-
lished by the US
Census Bureau
from time to time.
Organizations can
go to the website
to obtain the data
for their special
needs.

In the Tai-
wanese American
Community, it is the
joint effort of Tai-
wanese American Citizens League ( TACL),
Institute for Taiwanese Study(ITS) and Tai-
wanese American Heritage Weeks Commit-
tee USA to extract the data from the results
of the Census Bureau. On September 22,
2006, they published the first study on analy-
sis of Taiwanese American profile based on
Census Data. They would like to urge Tai-
wanese American to pay attention to the trend
as shown in the results of the data.

Mr. Peter Chang, TACL national
president, recalled that in 1985, TACL work-
ing with many Taiwanese American organi-
zations to petition to include “ Taiwanese “ as
one of the the race and ethnic groups to be
checked. After the effort failed, in 1990 and
2000 TACL took upon the task of awareness
campaign to educate Taiwanese to fill in “ Tai-
wanese “ as race in the census form. TACL
produced promotional materials and toured
across country to promote this idea. Although,
the results from both 1990 and 2000 is much
better than 1980, yet the result was still
undercounted.

The study indicated that in Census short
form there are 144000 fill in “ Taiwanese” in
year 2000 compared with 73, 000 in 1990. In
the long form there are 290, 000 filled in “
Taiwanese “ in the ethnic identity. It repre-

 VAIVJANESE

ensus 2000

t TACL members traveled around the states to
promote Cencus 2000.

sents a 96% increase.

Of course, compared with the total
population of 280 millions in 2000 Census,
Taiwanese Americans are only a very small
fraction of the entire US population. However,
using 36 categories such as education,
income, ownership of property etc. , which
were listed on the long form of the Census,
Taiwanese shows its strength.

Wencheng Lin, Chairman of the Board
of ITS pointed out that the population and
profile of an ethnic group are important fac-
tors for federal, state, and local government
to formulate their public policy. The Taiwan-
ese American data of Census 2000 has a
good profile on the education, English
proficiency, purchasing power, etc. These
data can demonstrate the strengths of Tai-
wanese American as a ethnic group.
Unfortunately, Taiwanese American some
times was includes in Chinese American cat-
egory and as a results it is always
undercounted. Mr. Lin urges Taiwanese
American to pay close attention to the invita-
tion of the census bureau to participate in the
numeration. Besides every ten years, Cen-
sus Bureau send out short form to do interim
survey. Mr. Lin remind every one to fill in “
Taiwanese: both in race and ethnic group.
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Top Ten Taiwanese American Population by State

1) California 75.412

2) New York 8.884

3) Texas 8,638

4) New Jersey 7.034

5) Washington 4,935
6) Illinois 4.176

7) Marland 2,952

8) Massachusetts 2,859
9) Michigan 2,521

10) Florida 2,403
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Building a Better Future, One Step at a Time
Patrick Liu Ling

unteered for over four hundred hours at
my local retirement home; at my local elementary
school, I tutored for over seventy-five hours.
However, it was not until last summer that I fi-
nally participated in the Taiwanese American
community. Through the Taiwanese American
Citizens League, I interned at Congresswoman Jane
Harman’s office, where I learned what being a
member of the political community entailed.
Through weekly TACL events and the retreat, I
learned about what it meant to be a part of the Tai-
wanese American community and how important
it is to serve it.

When people ask me what is wrong with
today’s youth, I tell them about kids like you. Con-
gresswoman Jane Harman enjoys using those
words when she congratulates children who are
making a difference. I wrote many congratulatory
letters to musicians, athletes, and scholars, adulat-
ing them for their hard work. Nevertheless, letter
writing did not stop there. I responded to opin-
ions voiced by her constituents. Responding to
constituent letters is the most basic way of an
elected official communicating with the people,
of ensuring that s/he has met the needs of the
people. As a citizen in a democratic nation, I be-
lieve elected officials should address every ratio-
nal concern I possess—this is community building.
In fact, before this internship, I was unaware that
constituents could write letters voicing their opin-
ions or asking questions to their elected officials,
such basic elements of a participatory democracy.
This internship has broadened my outlook on what
elected officials can do, on what democracy truly
means and the extent of democracy’s power, more
reasons to have faith in not only America’s, but
also Taiwan’s government.

Be proactive. At TACL’s intern retreat,
Teddy Liaw, the internship coordinator, incessantly
spoke those two words. Those two words have
guided me throughout this internship and have
taught me to speak up in the office. They have
influenced me to go beyond just asking for more
projects to work on. For example, one day, I
opened an envelope to find an invitation to a Hol-
lywood fundraiser; immediately, I asked Rhey if I
could attend. She said, “Yes,” but a problem lied
ahead. The ticket was supposedly explicitly for
the Congresswoman and was “non-transferable.”
Regardless, I garnered up my strength, called the
RSVP number, and spoke with a mature, confi-
dent voice. I attended the party, and I even met a

celebrity. I learned anything is possible; I just
have to be proactive and ask for it.

Those two words served another purpose:
educating my co-workers about Taiwanese issues.
Many people are unaware of the difference be-
tween China and Taiwan, between the meanings
of Chinese and Taiwanese. I remember in seventh
grade, a fellow classmate did not even know Tai-
wan is an island. Often, during breaks, I would
tell my co-workers what I did over the weekend,
which often involved TACL events. Sometimes
TACL events involved learning about Taiwanese
issues, so I would in return talk to my co-workers
about the issues I learned about. I feel my co-
workers and interns in the office now possess a
better understanding of Taiwan’s history and Tai-
wanese issues. In addition, toward the middle of
the internship, I went on a traveled to Sacramento
to lobby assembly members and state senators re-
garding Taiwanese issues, more specifically
Taiwan’s lack of observer status in the World
Health Organization. It was with the words “Be
proactive” that I garnered the courage to meet with
legislative aides and twice the officials themselves.
It is important to help one’s community gain bet-
ter standing in the world.

I have applied these skills to my Princeton
activities. At Princeton, I am part of the Taiwan-
ese American Students Association and the Asian
American Students Association and was part of
my residential college council. While planning
for TASA’s Nightmarket event, I made sure my
opinion would be heard and reasoned with other
officers over logistics. Nightmarket turned out to
be a huge success because of the unity of the Tai-
wanese American community at Princeton. Com-
bining pro-activeness and unity can bring about a
stronger Taiwanese American community.

Thus, my experiences last summer have
further taught me how important it is to serve one’s
community and bestowed upon me more skills to
do this. This summer, I will be researching in
Taiwan, while learning more about Taiwanese
culture. I have not been back to Taiwan for seven
years due to financial constraints, so this time, I
will be seeing Taiwan from an adult’s perspective.
With these two valuable quotations in hand, I am
ready to attack my future education and career with
confidence and pride. Once again, thank you,
NATWA, for offering this scholarship to me, as it
has lessened my financial burden for the summer.
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Taiwan - More than just [aiper 101,
Let Taiwan Panorama show it all.

Taiwan panorama brings you the latest news from around
Taiwan throughout the year! With Chinese/English and
Chinese/Japanese editions, 7aiwan Panorama is available in
over 160 countries world wide, making it a perfect tool for
overseas Taiwanese and for anyone to learn Chinese, and
about Taiwan and its culture.
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