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Book Review-
The faiwanese Americans
by Franklin Ng

Upon noticing this book, I
was initially excited that the
Taiwanese American community
was now visible. However, the
moment I began to read the
book, I found Ng's analysis of
most subjects to be very
simplistic. In many instances,
Ng's facts are at best debatable,
but most likely false. For the
most part, this book appears to
be a narrow, careless attempt at
introducing our entrr€
community without presenting
its dynamics.

In a few places, Ng
mentions the distinction between
Taiwanese and Chinese, but his
careless report dismisses this as a
nerv and passing trend. It is

disturbing that Ng not only
mentions existing community
organizations but also lists their
various mission statements. It is
clear that Ng did not confer with
these groups and/or Taiwanese
American leaders. He offensively
uses italicized Mandarin to
indicate Taiwanese concepts
rather than the Ho' Lo language,
commonly recognized as the
Taiwanese language.

The overriding assumption
of Ng is that Taiwanese
Americans are a subset of
Chinese Americans. Clearly, any
of the leaders in the community
would have told him differently.
Ng does mention conflicting
views of Taiwanese American
identity, but his references to
Taiwanese Americans as Chinese
indicate his inconsistent and
incorrect conclusions.

Finally, the choice of Ng's
sources conspicuouslY omits
various publications which are
widely read by Taiwanese
Americans. He does not include
publications written bY

Taiwanese Americans or
Taiwanese
organizations.

In short, Ng's book is an
incorrect and simplistic text
which may be geared towards
an unsophisticate audience. The
danger of his book is that its
glossy look my be adopted by
school districts as an
encyclopedic analysis of our
community. The book is not well
researched and I would
definitely advise against it.

(Reprinted with permission)

What is
FAPA/Taiwanese
Americans United?

Taiwanese Americans
United (TAU) is a current
special chapter of FAPA. There
are discussions on how TAU
may become a special project of
FAPA rather than a chapter.
This would hopefully give TAU
the latitude it needs to take up
ne\ry programs to re-invigorate
the 2nd generation Taiwanese
and Taiwanese Americans.

Our hopes for TAU come
from the inspiration of our
parents' generation as

struggling and successful
immigrants, and also from the
FAPA legacy of resistance
against oppression in Taiwan.
Our vision is for TAU members
to become a small army of
community activists and
political organizers that can
lead the Taiwanese community
to understand the links between
the struggles that our parents'
generation and ancestors went
through with what many other
communities are striving for
today....equality and justice for
their family and community.
That is our long term goal.
As for what TAU Los Angeles is
doing, we are beginning to
strategize how to build powerful
alliances that may help us with
regards to Taiwan's status. So
we are outreaching to groups
that have somewhat similar
interests like the East Timor
Action Network and the Free
Tibet Coalition. There will be a

separate announcement sent
out, but we will soon host a
social potluck and hold a film
festival about the 2-28 incident
(Jimmy Hsieh's video) along
with Death of a Nation. a film
about the lndonesian invasion
and massacre of East Timor.
We are also trying to pull
together a political training on
"How to Get out and Vote" and
will hopefully practice some on
John Chiang's campaign for the
Board of Equalization. As for
nationally, we are still
struggling to define our
structure and organization. A
national retreat is scheduled for
the FAPA Board meeting.

Taiwan Center

Rosa Yan - posie@juno.com

Taiwanese American Citizens

League

Peter Chen - pchen620@hotmail.com

FAPA/Taiwanese Americans

United

Rex Lai - rexlai@juno.com

Society of Taiwanese

Americans

Rosa Yan - posie@juno.com

UCLA Taiwanese American
Union

Yolanda Huang - yolo209@ucla.edu

Events:

Tsunah Culture Tour

Shu Cheng - (619) 756-0626

ITASA Conference

Jimmy Ho - james.ho@yale.edu

October 1998
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