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To the Taiwanese American Community-

I am not sure if people are aware of
some developments concerning UC Berkeley's
Ethnic Studies Department. | would appreciate it
if you would take the time to send a letter of sup-
port for the department, especially given the fact
that Ethnic Studies has been a space for the
development of Taiwanese American scholar-
ship.

Karen Liao

Ethnic Studies Graduate Student, UCB
Dissertation topic: Taiwanese American Identity
and Community Formation

WHAT: Students go on hunger strike to focus
attention on the systematic dismantling of the
UC Berkeley Ethnic Studies department.
ACTION ITEM: Write letters of support for Ethnic
Studies and Hunger Strikers to UC Berkeley
Chancellor Robert Berdahl and Provost Carol
Christ

The UC Berkeley Ethnic Studies department
needs your help and your voice. Currently a
struggle is underway over the survival of the
Ethnic Studies [ES] department.

This e-mail consists of the following:

|. Background

II. What you can ao: write letters

lll. Form Letter

IV. Other ways you can heip

. BACKGROUND

The administration has derailed departmental
efforts to fill empty tenured track faculty posi-
tions. As a resuit, there are NO full-time tenured
Native American Studies professors, only ONE
fuli-time Chicano studies professor, and only
TWO full-time Comparative Ethnic Studies pro-
fessors. With the expected retirement of faculty
in the new decade, the future existence of ES is
in question.

Despite substantial student demand for ES
courses, budget cuts have resulted in the can-
cellation of 15% of undergraduate ES classes for
the Fall 1999.

These courses include but are not limited to:
-Latino Politics

-Chinese American History

-People of Mixed Racial Descent

-Making History/ Making “Indians”

-Chicanos, Law. and Criminal Justice

-Asian American Women: Theory and Practice
-Intro to Lesbian. Gay. Bisexual Studies

In spite of the ongoing efforts of faculty and stu-
dents to secure a constructive economic and
administrative commitment to the department,
their work has gone unheeded

To raise awareness about the urgency of this sit-
uation, students have engaged in non-violent,
collective actions over the past few weeks.

In response to failed communication
with the administration. five Berkeley undergrad-
uate students and one SF State student began a
hunger strike on 4/29/98. This strike will end
when the University agrees to meet their
demands. As these students risk their lives, it is
crucial that we support their efforts by voicing our
opinions to Chancellor Berdahl and Provost
Christ.

For more info, go to this web site: http:www.eth-
nicstudies.com [e.g. -full chronology of events;

-fact sheet;
-list of demands;
-letter of support from Prof. Ling-chi Wang,
chair of Ethnic
Studies Department;
-letter of endorsement from Prof.
Hintzen,chair of African
American Studies Department
-press releases
Il. WHAT YOU CAN DO:
a) Write a letter/e-mail/fax in support of Ethnic
Studies to UC Berkeley
This can be done in three easy steps:
1) print the form letter below 2) sign it if you
agree with it 3) send it via snail mail, fax, or e-
mail [see draft of letter at end of e-mail or
attached in Mac format]
b) Motivate at least three other people to write
letters
-One easy solution is to print the form letter,
make copies, gather signatures of at least 3
people, and send them all in one envelope.
c) Spread the word by forwarding this e-mail to
other supporters of Ethnic Studies
To phone, e-mail or fax:
Chancefior Robert Berdah!
7464 or x7465
e-mail: joycedev@uclink4.berkeley.edu
Provost Carol Christ ph: 510 642-1961 or
x2331
fax: 510 643-5499
e-mail: cchrist@uclink4.berkeley.edu
lll. THE FORM LETTER
[feel free to use as is, edit it, or write your own]
To Chancellor Berdaht:
To Provost Carol Christ:
200 California Hall
Berkeley CA 94720
| am deeply troubled over the denial of
resources and resuiting attrition of the Ethnic
Studies Department at U.C. Berkeley, one of
the leading programs in the nation and in the
world.
Despite the high demand for Ethnic Studies
courses, it is disturbing to learn that budget cuts
for the 1999-2000 academic year resulted in
the cancellation of 15% of undergraduate
Ethnic Studies classes for Fall 1999.

| find administration’s derailing of the
department’s efforts to fill empty tenured faculty
positions appalling. As a result, there are no
full-time professors in Native American Studies,
only one full-time in Chicano studies, and only
two full time in Comparative Ethnic Studies.
With the expected retirement of faculty in the
coming decade, | can only interpret your con-
duct as a de facto endorsement of the eradica-
tion of Ethnic Studies.

| recognize the critical importance of
Ethnic Studies to the future of California and
this nation. This department not only develops
students’ critical thinking skills but also pre-
pares people of all races and ethnicities to live
in our multiracial and mutticultural society. In
addition to its cutting edge scholarship, the
Ethnic Studies department is an essential com-
ponent to creating a responsive and empower-
ing environment for diversity at CAL.

As the flagship of the U.C. system,
Berkeley sets the benchmark for the study and
teaching of race and ethnicity.  To allow the
disintegration of Ethnic Studies challenges

Percy

ph: 510 642-

May 1999

Berkeley’s role as the front-runner of academic
excellence and diversity in the United States.

As a taxpayer and a California resident, |
am concerned over your failure to make a con-
structive and substantial economic pledge to the
future of Ethnic Studies. This demonstrates a ten-
uous commitment to serving the state and its mul-
tiracial population.

If this systematic dismantling of the
department persists, | can not in good conscience
support, financially or otherwise, U.C. Berkeley.
Your antagonistic and negligent actions toward
Ethnic Studies cause me to question supporting an
institution that is not committed to academic excel-
lence and institutional diversity.

Since it is in your power to implement these
changes, | strongly urge you 1) to endorse the
return of the vacant tenured faculty positions with
expediency 2) to authorize permanent funding
which meets the students’ interest to enroll in more
courses and lowers the disproportionately high
student/faculty ratio 3)to grant amnesty to the
arrested student demonstrators 4) to approve fund-
ing for the previously proposed Ethnic Studies
Research Center which would not be subsumed
under the Center for the Study of the Americas 5) to
condemn any past and future police brutality and
intimidation of non-violent student activists defend-
ing Ethnic Studies

Sincerely,

Name:

Address:

V. OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP
a) Spread the word to friends, colleagues, and the
media

b) Write a letter to the editor:

Here are e-mail addresses of some suggested
newspapers. Most require a name, contact phone
and address.

- UC Berkeley Newspaper: The Daily Cal
cal@dailycal.org)

http:www.dailycal.org

-S.F. Examiner: letters@examiner.com
-L.A. Times: letters@latimes.com

-S.F. Chronicle: chronletters@sfgate.com
-S.J. Mercury News:: letters@sjmercurycenter.com
-The Sacramento Bee: letters@sacbee.com

-The  Chronicle  of Higher  Education
[hitp:www.chronicle.merit.edu]

-The New York Times [letters@nytimes.com]

c¢) Donate money or services [e.g. copying, picket-
ing]. Currently this campaign has been funded
by students.

Fundraising goals:

1) $1,000 for supplies [ copying, printing, staples,
tape, postage, paper]

2) $400 to publish ES faculty's letter of support in
the Daily Cai [as a response to Chancelior's use of
University money to publish a letter discounting the
demands)

Please make any checks payable to: A.S.U.C/ The
Ethnic Studies Coliective and mail to:

Ethnic Studies Department

506 Barrows Hall

Berkeley CA 94720

V. THANK YOU for your support for the hunger
strikers and the mission of the ES department.
This is a complimentary piece to the larger efforts
led by the Third World Liberation Front [TWLF]
K.Liao and K. Yep

Graduate Students

Department of Ethnic Studies

Affiliation:

[daily-
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